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God; and so a wretched fatalism bowed to a more utter
prostration the cowed and spiritless race. Even the few
ecclesiastics, who saved something from the common
wreck, were taxed for the tribute paid by the kings, and
bitterly taunted the kings with this profane invasion of
the property of the Church. The great ecclesiastics,
indeed, were not all so unwarlike; here and there an
abbot took upon him the uncongenial function of captain
over his own troops. In the famous siege of
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Paris, as it were the consummation of the
'Norman conquests, the defenders of the city, with the
valiant Count Eudes, were the Bishop Gozlin and his
nephew Ebles, Abbot of St. Denys.g Yet no sooner had
the Normans from wandering pirates become conquerors
of the soil; no sooner had they taken possession of
Normandy, than they submitted to Christianity; and it
is singular, that they ceased to be Teutons as well as
Pagans. The followers of Eollo became Frenchmen as
well as Christians; so at a later period, the Normans,
already Christians, in Naples became Italians.11

Christianity had made some efforts, at an earlier
period, to reach the remote regions from which issued
forth these terrible Pagans, but without marked or
signal success. A fortunate or providential event
opened Denmark to her exertions. A contested suc-
cession to the throne of that kingdom had driven one of
the Princes, Harold, to tl^e court and to the protection
of Louis the Pious. Charlemagne had already, during
his Saxon conquests, entered into an alliance with the

s Depping, iii. 1, p. 218.   The ten) Saracen Agramont under the walls oi

months' siege of Paris had its monkish
Homer, Abbo. A later poet, more
Hcmeric, Ariosto, had that siege in

hu  thought when   he   brought   the   torn. vi.

Paris.    Sir F.  Palgrave has  quoted
some of his stanzas.
h See Guizot, Collect, des Memoirea